
The Peace that Passes Understanding 
A Message from Pastor Hallack Greider 

 

Dear Maplewood friends, 
 
In 2016 I wrote an article with some thoughts I hoped might help us navigate a challenging election year.  I re-read the 
article and thought it might be worth sharing again, slightly updated, as we enter another election year—this time with 
an impeachment trial added to the mix.  God grant us peace, and help us be the peacemakers that Jesus Christ placed 
us here to become. 
 
Here is the article: 
 
Super Tuesday is coming up on March 3rd, and I feel compelled to write a pastoral encouragement to us all.  I have 
heard so many people over the past months, both inside and outside of the church, express a wide range of emotions 
over our political process and the rancor and loss of civility in our country and especially in our election season 
discourse—anger, discouragement, frustration, sadness, confusion.  “What have we become?!” seems to be a question 
at the center of it all.   
 
Since we have eight more months of campaigning to go, I want to encourage all of us to be intentional about how we 
will act, and call forth our best selves in Jesus Christ in our response to everything, and everyone.  Here are some 
thoughts I put forth in hope that they will be of help to each of us personally, and help us in our witness as shining 
lights for Christ in a world experiencing transition and upheaval. 
 

1.  Spill your guts to God directly and honestly, but be thoughtful and loving in your conversations with people.  
King David in the Psalms is a great model for us.  He expresses his emotions fully and honestly to God in his 
prayers, whether it’s anger, confusion or lament.  But when we read the David story in 1 & 2 Samuel, we see 
David being kind and respectful toward others, even his enemy Saul who is trying to kill him.  He saves his 
‘aaargh!’ moments for prayer to God, but treats people thoughtfully and graciously.   
 

2. In a similar vein, let us heed the apostle Paul’s words in Romans 12:17-18: “Do not repay anyone evil for evil, 
but take thought of what is noble in the sight of all.  If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably 
with all.”  I strongly believe that God is calling his people today to be irenic.  I didn’t misspell that and mean 
ironic.  To be irenic means to be people of calmness and peacefulness; people who are able to stand above the 
fray and see God’s gracious activity and respond with serenity and kindness toward others.  “Let your 
gentleness be evident to all; the Lord is near” is another way Paul puts it in Philippians 4:5. The last thing our 
society needs is Christians responding in-kind to the venomous language that is being used, either by 
politicians or by people on social media.  Our reputation is bad enough already.  Our witness is one of calm, of 
love, trust in God, and even of joy.  And overcoming fear.   
 
[In case you want to look up irenic:  http://www.merriamwebster.com/dictionary/irenic] 
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3. Let us try to keep an eternal perspective, and remember who we are and where our true loyalties lie.  Again, 
Paul reminds us that “Our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” (Phil.3:20) Our electorate seems to expect a savior from Washington, D.C.  If that is the case, 
prepare to be disappointed!  One of the daily lectionary readings that appears every Tuesday is Psalm 146.  In 
it David says, “Do not put your trust in princes (read:  politicians), in mortals in whom there is no help…  Happy 
are those, rather, whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord their God, who made heaven and 
earth.”  (vv.3-6) Where, and in whom, are we putting our trust and our loyalties, our hope?   

4.  
Being somewhat of an activist, I want to work hard to ensure that this world is a just and peaceable and 
sustainable place for all, especially for the sake of my children and grandchildren.  It matters greatly to me that 
we pass on a beneficial legacy to future generations.  Yet at the same time I need to keep it all in perspective, 
remembering that glorious vision of the apostle John, who heard and saw the declaration that “The kingdom of 
the world has become the Kingdom of our God, and of his Christ, and he will reign forever and ever!” 
(Revelation 11:15) We need to remember that our true president is Jesus Christ and that we are citizens of his 
Kingdom first and foremost.  God is on his throne and working his purposes out, even if we can’t see them 
clearly now.   

 
5. If you continue to find yourself getting twisted in knots over the election, try fasting from media for a day or 

two.  Or three, or four.  After all, we are approaching the season of Lent.  So perhaps your sacrifice, if you 
could call it that, is to turn off the noise and sit quietly with the Lord and with yourself, and listen to your 
Father’s voice of love.  Then re-engage from a place of peace and rest, not from fear or frustration.   

 
I am thinking of revisiting a series of sermons on the 7 Deadly Sins.  And as I think about that, I confess it is a weekly 
temptation for me to assign one or all of the deadly sins to certain presidential candidates or other people I find guilty 
of them.  My weekly discipline, however, is to remember that I am just as prone to indulge in pride, wrath, gluttony, 
greed and other assorted sins that aren’t on that particular list, and remember that I, too, am someone in need of 
grace and mercy.   
 
I turn again to the Psalms (Ps. 46:1-2): “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble; therefore we 
will not fear, though the earth should change…”  Is the earth changing right now?  Yes, in many ways.  But in the midst 
of culture change, climate change, political change and upheaval, we are called to trust and not fear, even while we 
work to help make the world a more just and equitable place for everyone.  A little later in that Psalm, God says to us 
(v.10): “Be still and know that I am God; I am exalted among the nations, I am exalted in the earth.  The Lord of hosts is 
with us.”   
 
Again, in the midst of a world in transition our friends and neighbors and coworkers and family members and everyone 
we meet need us to be people who know how to be still, who heed the call to trust and let God be God in the midst of 
it all.  Remember that Jesus told us: “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give you; I do not give as the world gives.” 
 
On March 3rd I hope your Tuesday is super, but for reasons other than the fact that 12 states are voting for their party’s 
candidate.  Make it a super Tuesday by receiving your Father’s love for you and the peace that passes understanding.  
Go love someone who doesn’t deserve it, and say a kind word to the people who cross your path each day.  Choose 
joy, choose hope.   
 
The Lord bless and keep you, 
 
Hallack 
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A complete monthly calendar is posted on the bulletin board in the narthex. 
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Choir Rehearsal, 9 am 
Sanctuary 
 

Worship/Communion 
Fellowship Coffee Hour 
10 am, Sanctuary & Social Hall 
- Deacons & Elders Ordination/ 
 Installation Ceremony during worship 
 

OPOP Meeting 
1 pm, Lounge 
 

Deacons Meeting 
1 pm, Lounge 
 

Contemplative Prayer Group 
10 am, Sanctuary 
 

Community Dinner 
5 pm, Social Hall 
 

Choir Rehearsal, 9 am 
Sanctuary 
 

Worship/Fellowship Coffee Hour 
10 am, Sanctuary & Social Hall 
 

Contemplative Prayer Group 
10 am, Sanctuary 
 

Maplewood Presbyterian Women CT Mtg 
10 am, Lounge 
 

Finance Committee Meeting 
1 pm, Lounge 
 

Community Dinner (MPC serving) 
5 pm, Social Hall 
 

Choir Rehearsal 
9 am, Sanctuary 
 

Worship Service/ 
Fellowship Coffee Hour/Birthdays 
10 am, Sanctuary & Social Hall 
- Deacons’ Fund donations received 

during offering 
 

Community Dinner 
5 pm, Social Hall 
 

Worship/Fellowship Coffee Hour 
10 am, Sanctuary & Social Hall 
 

Session Meeting 
4 pm, Lounge 
 

Ash Wednesday 
 

Priscilla Circle 
10 am, Lounge 
 

Geneva Klein Circle 
12 pm, Social Hall 
 

Community Dinner 
5 pm, Social Hall 
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Choir Rehearsal 
9 am, Sanctuary 
 

Worship/Communion 
Fellowship Coffee Hour 
10 am, Sanctuary & Social Hall 
 

Deacons Meeting 
1 pm, Lounge 
 

Contemplative Prayer Group 
10 am, Sanctuary 
 

Community Dinner 
5 pm, Social Hall 
 

Choir Rehearsal 
9 am, Sanctuary 
 

Worship/Fellowship Coffee Hour 
10 am, Sanctuary & Social Hall 
 

Contemplative Prayer Group 
10 am, Sanctuary 
 

Maplewood Presbyterian Women CT Mtg 
10 am, Lounge 
 

Finance Committee Meeting 
1 pm, Lounge 
 

Community Dinner 
5 pm, Social Hall 
 

Choir Rehearsal 
9 am, Sanctuary 
 

Worship Service/ 
Fellowship Coffee Hour/Birthdays 
10 am, Sanctuary & Social Hall 
- Deacons’ Fund donations received during 

offering 
 

Session Meeting 
4 pm, Lounge 
 

Contemplative Prayer Group 
10 am, Sanctuary 
 

Community Dinner 
5 pm, Social Hall 
 

Choir Rehearsal 
9 am, Sanctuary 
 

Worship/Fellowship Coffee Hour 
10 am, Sanctuary & Social Hall 
 

Priscilla Circle 
10 am, Lounge 
 

Geneva Klein Circle 
12 pm, Social Hall 
 

Community Dinner 
5 pm, Social Hall 
 

All-church cleanup day 
10 am until it’s clean! 
 

Choir Rehearsal 
9 am, Sanctuary 
 

Worship Service/ 
Fellowship Coffee Hour/Deacon Donuts! 
10 am, Sanctuary & Social Hall 
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Contemplative Prayer Group 
10 am, Sanctuary 
 

Community Dinner 
5 pm, Social Hall 
 

Choir Rehearsal 
9 am, Sanctuary 
 

Worship/Communion (Palm Sunday) 
Fellowship Coffee Hour 
10 am, Sanctuary & Social Hall 
 

Deacons Meeting 
1 pm, Lounge 
 

Contemplative Prayer Group 
10 am, Sanctuary 
 

Maplewood Presbyterian Women CT Mtg 
10 am, Lounge 
 

Maundy Thursday 
 

Good Friday 
 

Community Dinner 
5 pm, Social Hall (MPC serving) 
 

Worship/Easter Sunrise Service 
6:15 am, Marina Beach, Edmonds 
 

Choir Rehearsal 
9 am, Sanctuary 
 

Worship Service/ 
Easter Brunch & Fellowship 
6:15 am, Sanctuary & Social Hall 
 

Contemplative Prayer Group 
10 am, Sanctuary 
 

Finance Committee Meeting 
1 pm, Lounge 
 

Community Dinner 
5 pm, Social Hall 
 

Choir Rehearsal 
9 am, Sanctuary 
 

Worship Service/ 
Fellowship Coffee Hour/Birthdays 
10 am, Sanctuary & Social Hall 
- Deacons’ Fund donations received during 

offering 
 

Session Meeting 
4 pm, Lounge 
 

Priscilla Circle 
10 am, Lounge 
 

Geneva Klein Circle 
12 pm, Social Hall 
 

Community Dinner 
5 pm, Social Hall 
 

Choir Rehearsal 
9 am, Sanctuary 
 

Worship Service/Fellowship Coffee Hour 
10 am, Sanctuary & Social Hall 
 

Contemplative Prayer Group 
10 am, Sanctuary 
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UPCOMING EVENTS              
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Hurray, Hurray! 

It’s All-Church 

Cleanup Day! 

 

Saturday, March 28 2020, 

from 10 am until it’s clean! 

 

The entire church will be vacuumed and 

scrubbed. There is lots to do and  

WE NEED YOUR HELP!  

For more information,  

or to sign up to help,  

contact the MPC office. 

  

 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing is an annual Special Offering 
of the Presbyterian Church. The offerings from One 
Great Hour of Sharing provide relief from natural 
disasters, food for the hungry, and support for the poor 
and oppressed. Join with Presbyterians worldwide in 
sharing God’s love with our neighbors-in-need around 
the world. Informational brochures and donation 
envelopes will be available in the narthex between 
March 1 & April 5. You may place your donation 
envelopes in the offering plates during worship. On 
Palm Sunday, April 5, we will dedicate all the offerings 
we have made to One Great Hour of Sharing during this 
Lenten season. 

 

 

MPC Youth  

Fundraising Breakfast for Tall Timber 
On March 8 after worship service, the MPC 

youth are cooking breakfast for the 

congregation! Bring your appetites and your 

wallets – funds raised from this event will be 

donated to Tall Timber for summer camp 

scholarships! Over the years, many of 

Maplewood’s families, kids and youth have 

enjoyed Tall Timber’s summer camps, and now 

they’re giving back. For more information 

about Tall Timber, check out the website: 

https://www.talltimber.org. 

 

Join MPC at the 

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE 

at 

Edmonds Marina Beach 

Sunday, April 12, 2020 

6:15 am 

EASTER BRUNCH  
Mark Your Calendars! 

Maplewood is having an Easter brunch 
after worship on Sunday, April 12.  

More details to come! 
 

 

https://www.talltimber.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

SCHEDULED WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS  

Sunday, February 2: 
 Open Church Doors: Hallack Greider 
 Accompanist/Choir Director: Michelle Anderson 
 Ushers: Darrel Dreke & Fran Steffen 
 Greeters: Judy Hunt & Margie Park 
 Scripture Reader: Linda Tortorici 
 Scripture & Sermon: Hallack Greider 
 Communion: Dan Woodworth, Angie Anderson 
 Flowers: Tanya Lindell & Keith Anarde 
 Coffee Hour: Tanya, Keith, Melania, Cassius 
 
Sunday, February 9: 
 Open Church Doors: Hallack Greider 
 Accompanist/Choir Director: Michelle Anderson 
 Ushers: Margie Park & Barb Schoener 
 Greeters: Marilyn Haines & Sheri Teesdale 
 Scripture Reader: Tracy Little 
 Scripture & Sermon: Hallack Greider 
 Sunday School: Harriet Fuji 
 Youth Bible Study: Cathy Draper 
 Flowers: Jennifer Sereda 
 Coffee Hour: Barb Schoener & Mari Heminway 
 
Sunday, February 16: 
 Open Church Doors: Dayle Zimmer 
 Accompanist/Choir Director: Michelle Anderson 
 Ushers: Dick & Shelley Rondeau 
 Greeters: Tracy Little & Linda Tortorici 
 Scripture Reader: Bethany Reid 
 Scripture & Sermon: Rev. Brian Carr 
 Sunday School: Harriet Fuji 
 Youth Bible Study: Cathy Draper 
 Flowers: Pat Hendrickson 
 Coffee Hour: Feb Bdays Celebration-CAKE! 
 
Sunday, February 23: 
 Open Church Doors: Hallack Greider 
 Accompanist/Choir Director: Michelle Anderson 
 Ushers: John Baker & JoAnn Tanner 
 Greeters: Pat Hendrickson & Dotty Charlson 
 Scripture Reader: Dan Woodworth 
 Scripture & Sermon: Hallack Greider 
 Sunday School: Harriet Fuji 
 Youth Bible Study: Cathy Draper 
 Flowers: Fran Steffen 
 Coffee Hour: Judy Hunt 
 

Sunday, March 1: 
 Open Church Doors: Hallack Greider 
 Accompanist/Choir Director: Michelle Anderson 
 Ushers: Darrel Dreke & Fran Steffen 
 Greeters: Lloyd Fleck & Lorraine Leclerc 
 Scripture Reader: Sharon Eddy 
 Scripture & Sermon: Hallack Greider 
 Communion:  Dotty Charlson, Shelley 

Rondeau, Sheri Teesdale 
 Flowers: Mari Heminway 
 Coffee Hour: NEED VOLUNTEER 
 
Sunday, March 8: 
 Open Church Doors: Hallack Greider 
 Accompanist/Choir Director: Michelle Anderson 
 Ushers: Barb Schoener & Pat Hendrickson 
 Greeters: Marilyn Haines & Tracy Little 
 Scripture Reader: Bethany Reid 
 Scripture & Sermon: Hallack Greider 
 Sunday School/Youth Bible Study: TBD 
 Flowers: NEED VOLUNTEER 
 Coffee Hour: NEED VOLUNTEER 
 
Sunday, March 15: 
 Open Church Doors: Hallack Greider 
 Accompanist/Choir Director: Michelle Anderson 
 Ushers:  Lloyd Fleck & Lorraine Leclerc 
 Greeters: Barb Schoener & Linda Tortorici 
 Scripture Reader: Jacob Sawyer 
 Scripture & Sermon: Hallack Greider 
 Sunday School/Youth Bible Study: TBD 
 Flowers: NEED VOLUNTEER 
 Coffee Hour: Mar Bdays Celebration-CAKE! 
 
 
Sunday, March 22: 
 Open Church Doors: Hallack Greider 
 Accompanist/Choir Director: Michelle Anderson 
 Ushers: John Baker & JoAnn Tanner 
 Greeters: Pat Hendrickson & Dotty Charlson 
 Scripture Reader: Lloyd Fleck 
 Scripture & Sermon: HallacFk Greider 
 Sunday School/Youth Bible Study: TBD 
 Flowers: NEED VOLUNTEER 
 Coffee Hour: NEED VOLUNTEER 
 
Sunday, March 29: 
 Open Church Doors: Hallack Greider 
 Accompanist/Choir Director: Michelle Anderson 
 Ushers: Randy & Jeanie Walls 
 Greeters: Lloyd Fleck & Lorraine Leclerc 
 Scripture Reader: Linda Tortorici 
 Scripture & Sermon: Hallack Greider 
 Sunday School/Youth Bible Study: TBD 
 Flowers: NEED VOLUNTEER 
 Coffee Hour: Deacon Donuts Sunday! 
 
 

Sunday, April 5: 
 Open Church Doors: Hallack Greider 
 Accompanist/Choir Director: Michelle Anderson 
 Ushers: Darrel Dreke & Fran Steffen 
 Greeters: Judy Hunt & Sheri Teesdale 
 Scripture Reader: Liz Carrington 
 Scripture & Sermon: Hallack Greider 
 Communion:  Lisa Sawyer, Rene Mather, 

Jennifer Sereda 
 Flowers: Fran Steffen 
 Coffee Hour: NEED VOLUNTEER 
 
Sunday, April 12: 
 Open Church Doors: Hallack Greider 
 Accompanist/Choir Director: Michelle Anderson 
 Ushers: Pat Hendrickson & Margie Park 
 Greeters: Randy & Jeanie Walls 
 Scripture Reader: Angie Anderson 
 Scripture & Sermon: Hallack Greider 
 Sunday School/Youth Bible Study: TBD 
 Flowers: Sheri Teesdale 
 Coffee Hour: NEED VOLUNTEER 
 
Sunday, April 19: 
 Open Church Doors: Hallack Greider 
 Accompanist/Choir Director: Michelle Anderson 
 Ushers:  Dick & Shelley Rondeau 
 Greeters: Linda Tortorici & Barb Schoener 
 Scripture Reader: Tracy Little 
 Scripture & Sermon: Hallack Greider 
 Sunday School/Youth Bible Study: TBD 
 Flowers: NEED VOLUNTEER 
 Coffee Hour: Apr Bdays Celebration-CAKE! 
 
 
Sunday, April 26: 
 Open Church Doors: Hallack Greider 
 Accompanist/Choir Director: Michelle Anderson 
 Ushers: John Baker & JoAnn Tanner 
 Greeters: Pat Hendrickson & Dotty Charlson 
 Scripture Reader: Jeanie Walls 
 Scripture & Sermon: Hallack Greider 
 Sunday School/Youth Bible Study: TBD 
 Flowers: Donna Piper 
 Coffee Hour: NEED VOLUNTEER 
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NEWS YOU CAN USE & OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST           

Win-Win the Presbyterian Way 

Looking for a place to invest your tax 
refund or other funds? You might want to 
consider investing in the Mission 
Development Certificate Program. This 
Presbyterian certificate of deposit-like 
program allows you to invest your funds for 
a time period of your choice and enjoy 
favorable returns on that investment. 

The funds you invest are loaned to 
Presbyterian Churches in our Synod to use 
for various projects such as remodeling, 
updating, and expanding, to name a few. 

The Mission Development Certificate 
Program is truly a win-win situation. More 
information on this rewarding program is 
coming in March.  

   - The MPC Finance Committee 

2020 Per Capita Contributions 

Every year, each congregation of the 
Presbyterian Church across the country 
pays what is called per capita, as part of 
our connection with the local governing 
body, the Presbytery, and the national 
offices of the Presbyterian Church. Per 
capita is based on the number of members 
of each church. 
Per capita affirms our connectional nature 
as a denomination, and covers such things 
as help and guidance for churches in 
pastoral transition, struggling with conflict, 
making big facility changes, help with 
policies and procedures, or managing 
finances. It pays for local Presbytery staff 
who encourage churches in their mission 
and provide consultation and support for 
new projects. The Presbytery helps us 
share resources and keeps us in 
communion with other churches in the 
region. This year, per capita is $50 per 
member, and Maplewood has budgeted 
$6,300 in our 2020 budget for it. As a way 
of helping ease the load on our budget, we 
would welcome members of the church to 
contribute $50 over and above your 
regular giving to cover your per capita. It 
can be added to your regular offering or 
you can write a separate check – but 
please make a notation that it is to be 
applied toward the $50 per capita so we 
can get an accurate count of per capita 
payments. Thank you! 
 

Our Daily Bread Devotionals 
Copies of the Our Daily Bread devotionals 
for March/April/May are now available in 
the Narthex. Please feel free to pick one up. 
 

What Do the Deacons Do? 
There are eleven Deacons, each of whom is 
assigned a “care group” of approximately ten 
members and friends of the church. Deacons reach 
out and maintain Christian contact with those in 
their care groups and others in the community.  
  
Deacons also determine the distribution of the 
funds received through the monthly Deacons’ 
Offering. 
 

How Do I Know Who My Deacon Is? 
The first page of the Maplewood directory lists the 
deacons and their care group numbers. If you look 
yourself up in the directory, you’ll see a number 
next to your name – this number is your deacon’s 
care group number (Note: The deacon care groups 
change annually. Be sure to look at the most 
current directory for your deacon. Current 
directories are in the narthex.) If you do not have a 
deacon and you would like one, contact the MPC 
office.  
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NEWS YOU CAN USE & OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST           
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Property Upgrades & Renovations 
 
The past few months have brought much-needed changes to this old church! Thanks to 
generous donations of time, skills, and funds from our faithful congregation, the following has 
been made possible: 
 

• After many years of putting up with brown water in our pipes, we finally re-plumbed the 
building. Our water is clear and delicious! 
 

• The faulty outside drainage system caused rainwater to leak into the basement. In 
addition, the outdoor runoff drains were clogged, causing water to pool in the parking 
lot and other areas of the grounds. The entire drainage system has been upgraded so 
that the areas in and around the church that are supposed to be dry will remain so. 
 

• The ducts in our furnace system had corroded and were replaced. THEN one of the 
impeller units in one of our three furnaces kicked the bucket and was also replaced. 
 

• The social hall and lounge were repainted, and new curtains were mounted in the social 
hall. Special thanks to Dick Rondeau for removing the old curtain rods and installing the 
new ones. Special thanks to Pat Hendrickson, who did the lion’s share of the painting. 
She also found affordable curtains and altered them to fit our windows (she used to be a 
professional seamstress – how lucky are we to have such talented volunteers?!). 

 

• The gutters around the roof edge were overflowing during heavy rains – if you stood in 
the wrong place at the wrong time, you would literally take a cold shower! All gutters 
have been cleaned and re-fastened to the roof eaves which will ensure drainage via 
proper routes. 

 
For 2020, we plan to continue our mission of sprucing up the building and grounds: 

 

• The design team is finishing a plan to complete all three bathrooms by the Narthex, with 
a goal of having the work done by Easter.  Finally, “flushed with success!” 
 

• They are also working with a professional interior designer to improve the Narthex 
experience, from top to bottom. The final design will include features which could be 
used throughout the building to achieve a fresh, coordinated look.  
 

• The team will be presenting these plans to the congregation next month along with 
opening a fundraising drive to jump start the work. 

 

- The Property Management & Building Design Team 
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NEWS YOU CAN USE & OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST           

Special Interest: Bethany Reid 
 
 

If you don’t already know, Maplewood member 
Bethany Reid is a retired college English teacher 
and writer. Her two most recent books 
are Sparrow, which won the 2012 Gell Poetry 
Prize, and Body My House (2018), published by 
Seattle's Goldfish Press. Her poems have appeared 
in numerous journals, including Blackbird, Broken 
Bridge Review, Cairn, Calyx, The MacGuffin, 
Pontoon, and Prairie Schooner, and are also 
included in the recent anthologies For Love of 
Orcas and Footbridge Above the Falls: Poems by 
48 Northwest Poets. She blogs at 
bethanyareid.com. 
 
Recently Bethany was a featured poet on the 
website Abbey of the Arts, a virtual global online 
monastery offering pilgrimages, online classes & 
retreats, reflections, and resources which 
integrate contemplative spiritual practice and 
creative expression with monastic spirituality. The 
invitation was a result of Bethany’s visit to 
Chartres, France, in June 2019, where she wrote 
with 20 other women in a workshop led by Abbey 
of the Arts steward Christine Valters Paintner and 
the Reverend Dr. Lauren Artress, Canon for Special 
Ministeries at San Francisco’s Grace Cathedral and 
founder of Veriditas, a movement dedicated to 
inspiring personal and planetary change and 
renewal through the labyrinth experience. 
 
When asked about her writing, Bethany says, 
 
Writing every day is an important part of my 
practice—something I managed even when my 
daughters were young. I consider writing in my 
journal (especially on the busiest days) to be as 
important to my well-being as brushing my teeth. 
But I have not always thought of writing as part of 
my spiritual practice. Writing a poem used to feel 
like a guilty pleasure, at best, and maybe like 
outright theft from "more important things." 
 
Then, a number of years ago, I was asked to lead a 
women's church retreat and, though the facilitator 
said it would be a cinch—I was terrified.   
 

 
 
I had been teaching writing and literature for at 
least a decade, but the thought of sharing my 
spiritual journey through poems, and inspiring 
participants to write poems about their own 
spiritual journey? That just didn't seem very likely. 
Luckily, I decided to talk the invitation over with my 
pastor. Secular teaching, I could do, I told him, but 
sacred? I really didn't think I was qualified. My 
pastor (a lovely man, with a gentle Irish brogue) 
said, "Oh, Bethany, it's all sacred." 
 
The retreat was great—no credit to me, but to the 
participants (mostly older women) who were 
generous and kind and wrote some really wonderful 
poems that day. They inspired me. 
 
Later I wrote down my pastor's words, "It's all 
sacred," and framed them. They used to sit beside 
my desk where I planned my classes and graded 
papers. Now that I'm retired from full-time 
teaching, they sit beside my writing desk, reminding 
me (of course I frequently need reminding) of not 
only why I write poetry, but why I do anything. It's 
all sacred. 
 
My poem, “Sparrow,” is based on a true event, as 
are most of my poems (though not all!). One of my 
girls found a baby sparrow in the grade school 
parking lot and brought it home. Our cats got into 
the shoe box we were keeping it in, and knocked it 
onto the floor. It landed upside down, so they 
weren’t able to get to the sparrow (that would have 
been additionally awful), but it died. I had to dig 
deep to figure out how to parent my girls through 
this sorrow. I told a friend, also a writer, about the 
incident and that I was trying to find a way to write 
about it. “You can’t do it,” she said. “It will just be 
sentimental slop.” I took that as a challenge, and 
the poem appeared in the magazine The Sun, at an 
on-line site dedicated to the environment, Canary, 
and then was chosen as the title poem of my poetry 
book. This story illustrates for me how we don’t get 
to choose what happens to us, but we are charged 
to make meaning out all of it.   
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https://www.amazon.com/Sparrow-Bethany-Reid/dp/0981901883
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/097125981X/ref=dbs_a_def_rwt_hsch_vapi_taft_p1_i0
http://wanderingaenguspress.com/store/c3/FOR_LOVE_OF_ORCAS%3A_An_Anthology.html
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Home Fire Prevention  
 

Gibby Home Fire Prevention promotes 
education about how to prevent home fires 
and provides home fire prevention resources 
for those in need. They provide free smoke 
alarms and in-home installation – no strings 
attached. To schedule, call 360-799-1736, or 
go to their website: 
(www.gibbyhomefireprevention.org). 
 

Greg Gibson and his dog Nino died tragically in 
a house fire on January 8, 2016 in Shoreline, 
WA. His loss is a tragedy and could have been 
prevented. What would have happened if 
there were smoke alarms, more knowledge 
about how to prevent house fires in the first 
place, and better education for renters and 
landlords alike? The loss of Greg (aka 'Gibby') 
and Nino has spurred his family to take charge 
and make a difference before it is too late for 
others. They need donations and volunteers to 
help make changes happen and get the word 
out around the world. Fighting home fires is 
everyone's fight. 
   - Contributed by Cathy Draper 
 
 
 

Bethany Reid – continued from page 9  
 

Sparrow 
 

What could the Bible mean 

when it says no sparrow falls 

without God’s notice? 

They do fall.  

“The Bible”: that’s too impersonal. 

It was some writer of the New Testament,  

some Hebrew poet turned Christian 

who chose “sparrow,” a metaphor 

for the least things, the small 

and innumerable mouths  

at the breast of the world. 

Maybe our poet had a daughter who carried to him 

in her cupped hands a baby sparrow.  

Maybe they tried to keep it alive 

on sugar water and cat food, 

and when they failed, he wept, 

not knowing how to teach a child 

that life is worth the trouble, and the grief.  

This morning, at our house,  

the sparrow hopped in his shoe box, chirping,  

and my daughter leaned over him, 

her hair the same brown as his feathers.  

“He thinks I’m his mom,” she told me. 

I am her mom. When the sparrow dies 

I’m the one she brings him to, 

the life now seeped from him,  

his body no more than a clod of dirt.  

Black beads of his eyes dulled. 

Wings stilled. Feet brittle as twigs.  

We bury him in the backyard 

beside the old cat and a mole we found last fall. 

And why commending his body to the earth 

should comfort us, God only knows.  

 
To hear Bethany read “Sparrow,” visit her featured reader page 
at Abbey of the Arts. Watch for more poems from Bethany in 
future Progress articles. If you are interested in learning more 
about The Abbey of the Arts or the Veriditas labyrinth 
program, here are their website addresses: 
 

https://abbeyofthearts.com 
https://www.veriditas.org 
 

 

A Message from Virginia Morgan 
To the wonderful people at Maplewood 
Presbyterian Church: 
 

Harry and I can't begin to thank all you dear 
people for your prayers, best wishes and 
lovely cards. We are doing the best we can 
and thank God every day for the blessings we 
receive and the fact that we are together. 
 

Much love and blessings, 
Virginia 
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THANKS, and a tip of the hat to…. 
 

SHARON EDDY – Sharon is a 
long-time member of 
Maplewood and can answer 
just about any question you 
might have about the church and its history. As 
Maplewood’s financial secretary she ensures 
all funds received by the church (including 
pledges, deacons’ offerings, church offerings, 
and use fees) are catalogued and deposited 
into the correct accounts (And since she is 
both an accountant and an engineer, we are 
able to feel complete confidence in her 
talents!). 
Sharon is a member of the MPC choir and has 
graced us with many solos over the years. 
Thanks, Sharon, for your long and continued 
support and involvement at Maplewood. 
 

THANKS, and a tip of the hat to…. 
 

JILL FOUCHE – Jill has been 
Maplewood’s volunteer 
property manager for a 
number of years now, and 
we couldn’t be more grateful to her for her 
continued service. There is always something 
that needs fixing at this property, and Jill has 
been vigilant about addressing the issues as 
they present themselves and following 
through to completion whatever needed to be 
done. Just within the last two years, Jill has 
overseen a great many projects, from 
upgrades to repairs to renovations (see  
Property Upgrades & Renovations article in 
this newsletter).  
Jill is also a member of the MPC choir and 
plays double bass for the Cascade Symphony 
Orchestra. Occasionally, we have been blessed 
to have her play special music here at MPC. 
Thanks, Jill, for all you do! 

NEWS YOU CAN USE & OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST           

There are many individuals who deserve a tip of the hat at 

Maplewood! Thanks to all of you who help make this a 

better place. If you would like to see somebody recognized 

in the next newsletter, contact Dayle at the MPC office: 

425-778-2548, x2, or office@maplewoodpres.org 

If you would like to contribute an article or 
idea to the Progress Newsletter, please 
contact Dayle in the MPC office. Currently, the 
Progress comes out four times per year. 
Following is the schedule for submission 
deadlines: 
 
 Publication  Deadline for 
Edition Date Submissions 

 
Spring/Summer May 1 Apr 15 
 
Summer/Fall Aug 1 July 15 
 
Fall/Winter Nov 1 Oct 15 
 
Winter/Spring Feb 1 Jan 15 

Clothes for Kids 
 

Lisa George, a member at Maplewood and former 
office manager, is the outreach manager at Clothes 
for Kids in Lynnwood, WA. Clothes for Kids provides 
school clothing (including socks, underwear, and 
shoes) to lower-income students in the local 
community. Each school year, Clothes for Kids 
provides quality clothing for thousands of students 
in a retail store environment, where kids and teens 
can pick out their own clothes with their families. 
The only thing that is missing from the store is a cash 
register! You can support Clothes for Kids by 
volunteering, holding clothing drives, and making 
donations. For more information, visit their website 
at www.clothesforkids.org or contact Lisa at 425-
741-65600 (email office 
@clothesforkids.org). 
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