
 

The Seasonal Newsletter of  
Maplewood Presbyterian Church 
 

19523 -- 84th Ave West 
Edmonds, WA  98026 
(425) 778-5248 
www.maplewoodpres.org 
 

Rev. Hallack Greider, Pastor 

  

Unplugged 
A Message from Pastor Hallack Greider 

 

Dear Maplewood friends,  
 

I may have mentioned that I am a fan of author Anne Lamott. She is a novelist and non-fiction writer who 

writes mostly about faith and life in a down-to-earth and humorous way. If you want a simple and insightful 

book on prayer, check out Help, Thanks, Wow—The Three Essential Prayers. You won’t be disappointed.  

One of my favorite Anne Lamott quotes is, “Almost everything will work again if you unplug it for a few 

minutes—including you.” Here is ancient wisdom spoken from a modern viewpoint.  

Friends, we are living through a time of having been unplugged—not just for a few minutes, or a few days, 

but for weeks and even months. The entire world has had the plug pulled and we are waiting for a giant 

reboot, to use another technology metaphor.  

While we remain unplugged and await a reboot there are some useful questions we can ask, questions that 

are best asked in leisure: What am I learning about myself during this time? What is the unplugging teaching 

me about what is important? What am I learning about God, and hearing from God these days? What would I 

like to reclaim in a reset after this time?  

I have been thinking about my personal responses to such questions, and I’ve been surprised to learn a 

couple things. For example, I came to realize that I was not as slowed-down internally as I thought I was 

before the unplugging. I have joked about my brain being like monkey island sometimes, but thought I had 

the chimps mostly under control. Not so! They kept me awake at night from time to time until I realized what 

was happening.  

The encouraging side of this is the opportunity to recognize it, and actually slow down. Last week I told Heidi 

that the unplugging feels like a return to childhood in some ways. Each day, once I have gotten the needed 

work done, or during breaks from the work—church work, house work, and taking care of the living beings 

(people and pets and plants) I have enjoyed simple, everyday things. Staring at our coral bark maple with 

lime green leaves emerging has become a spiritual practice. Every day it looks different, and new. It’s 

amazing.  
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When the time comes for us to return to worship and congregational life—probably in stages and smaller 

groups—we will have a lot to talk about together. With joy and smiles, we will see each other anew and we 

will share our stories about our time at home and what it was like. In addition to this I want us to take time 

to talk about what is different—for each of us, and for our church. Much will be the same, but I hope our 

unplugging and rebooting will result in a collective wisdom about fresh patterns and practices of personal 

faith and congregational life. What’s cool about it is that these conversations will be ongoing, because the 

reflecting and learning will be ongoing, because the changes in the world will be ongoing. God is pressing a 

huge reset button for the world. What will our response look like?  

God speaks through the prophet Isaiah and says, “Do not remember the former things, or consider the things 

of old. I am about to do a new thing; it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” (Isa.43:18-19a). My answer to 

that question is, no, not yet. However, the promise that follows in the next line is beautiful: “I will make a 

way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert.” This is poetic and prophetic language for: the new thing will 

be life-giving, and fruitful, and we will find our way—a new way. God will prepare it and lead us in it.  

 

The Lord bless and keep you, 
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Financial Assistance Available 
 

Because of a generous donation made last week to 

the deacon’s fund, financial assistance is available to 

MPC members and friends who are experiencing a 

hardship due to covid 19. This fund was created for 

hardships such as needing help with rent, medical 

bills, food, car repairs, due to job loss or cutbacks in 

employment. You can make the request by calling 

Deacon moderator Lorraine Leclerc at 206-356-3970. 

Your request will remain confidential. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From the OPOP Team 
 

Your One Parish-One Prisoner (OPOP) team has been 

meeting via Zoom every two weeks, praying 

together, learning together, and continuing our 

relationship with our friend Dan Anderson, who is 

incarcerated at Monroe Correctional Center. He is in 

the Minimum Security Unit taking classes and 

preparing for his release some time this year. 

We would like to share with you some of what we 

are learning, and introduce you to Dan. So, be on the 

lookout for an email letter next week that gives you 

a fuller explanation of our work to date, and begins 

to get you acquainted with Dan. Some day you will 

get to meet him in person and also take time to 

develop a relationship with him. He is already 

starting to call MPC his church family. We are 

grateful and honored to be part of this work of God!

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An Update from the MPC Design Team 
 

Dear MPC friends, 
 

Here we are on May 1, two months after the MPC 

design team last met at church! Much was 

accomplished on that day! Led by our designer Liz 

Corless Davis, we discovered all the fascinating 

elements of our church’s “Brutalist architecture”* 

with all the wood and concrete structure and the 

beautiful and unique “Dalle de verre”** stained glass 

windows. 
 

As a team, we created and completed the palette for 

the three restrooms and the narthex. No sooner had 

this been done than the pandemic halted all 

progress. However, this week we saw hope ahead as 

Governor Inslee started lifting some restrictions. We 

shall share more as circumstances permit. Stay 

tuned. Thank you for your prayers and patience.  
 

- Lorraine Leclerc, Design Team Coordinator 
 

 * Brutalist architecture is an architectural style which 
emerged during the 1950'sin which buildings are 
characterized by minimalist constructions that 
showcase the bare building materials, such as concrete 
and brick, and visible structural elements over 
decorative design. 

 

**Dalle de verre means "glass slab” in French. It is a glass 
art technique that uses pieces of colored glass set in a 
matrix of concrete and epoxy resin or other supporting 
material.  

NEWS YOU CAN USE & OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST  

Give Us Your Best! 
 

Is there anything you’d like to share 
with your Maplewood family?  
Please send an email to  
office@maplewoodpres.org & share 
your favorite books, movies, websites, 
games, jokes, stories, and/or any 
other suggestions. We’ll publish these 
in This Week at Maplewood. 
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What Are Your Elders Doing These Days? 
 

During this time of quarantine, your elders have 

continued to meet remotely to ensure that the 

needs and requirements of our church and 

congregation are continuously met. It’s comforting 

to know we have such a great group of people 

keeping abreast of what’s happening now and 

helping to plan for our future “new normal,” which 

will occur gradually and with the safety and best 

interests of our congregation in mind.  

The elders are also able to enjoy some leisure time – 

they provided the following answers when asked 

what they’re currently reading: 

• Bethany Reid is reading a biography of Agatha 

Christie. She also reads one poem a day from a 

book of poems. 

• John Collier is working a book of New York Times 

crossword puzzles. 

• Sheri Teesdale is reading Inspired, by Rachel 

Held Evans. 

• David Little finished Matterhorn: A Novel of the 

Vietnam War, by Karl Marlantes 

• Hallack Greider is reading Educated: A Memoir, 

by Tara Westover 

• Lloyd Fleck hasn’t been reading – he’s too crazy-

busy doing projects around the house and yard! 
 

Exercise Information from Liz Carrington 
I have been really missing my regular water aerobics 

classes - the exercises and the people. Luckily, I was 

reminded about the TV program called Sit and Be Fit 

(KBTC - 9:00 a.m.- M through F.) I had used this 

exercise program a number of years ago when I broke 

my ankle. It's mostly stretching all the parts of your 

body in easy movements while you sit in a chair.  

She occasionally uses a ball or stretch band, but I am 

just following the movements. No need to jump up and 

down or overextend yourself - just do what you can.  

I still take a walk every day which is great for a mental 

uplift, but I needed to get my flexibility restored - like 

the old commercial with Mikey being told "Try it, you'll 

like it." Of course, I still miss the people, just like I miss 

my church family, but that is a minor issue compared 

to what many people are struggling with. Blessings and 

love to all!  

A Poem from Bethany Reid 
 

I wrote this poem in response to a prompt from 

Christine Valters Paintner*, whose workshops, 

website, and books I have mentioned before.  
 

As I recall the assignment, we were to go for a walk 

and really LOOK at everything--taking pictures, too--

and when we came back we read a number of 

blessings, and then wrote our own, with the explicit 

instruction to use an image from our walk. This was 

in March 2018, but I found some beautiful and 

delicate flowers blooming.  
 

I've been thinking about this assignment because 

right now I'm taking lots of walks, and still working at 

seeing beauty and expressing gratitude for it. I'm 

also writing, and the lack of other distractions is 

working to help me get a lot done.  
 

I'm eager to see everyone at Maplewood again. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Christine Valters Paintner is abbess of the online retreat 
center Abbey of the Arts. The Abbey is a virtual global 
online monastery offering pilgrimages, online classes & 
retreats, reflections, and resources which integrate 
contemplative spiritual practice and creative expression 
with monastic spirituality. You can find out more about 
Christine and the Abbey at 
 https://abbeyofthearts.com/about/about-christine/  

NEWS YOU CAN USE & OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST  

Blessings for a Daughter 

May you all your life find your breath 

rooted in wonder. 

May you, like the trillium deep in the 

forest, 

know that you are planted 

by nothing less than the divine. 

When rain falls, when snow cloaks you, 

when sun cracks you open, 

may you know that this, too, is a gift. 

May you know all your life 

there is no moment when you are not 

called into being. 

                        - Bethany Reid 
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Book Discussion Group 
 

This is a great time to have a book discussion (via 

Zoom) on Hans Rosling’s Factfulness: Ten Reasons 

We're Wrong About the World--and Why Things 

Are Better Than You Think. Hans Rosling was a 

medical doctor, professor of international health, 

and renowned public educator. He was also an 

adviser to the World Health Organization and 

UNICEF, and co-founded Médecins sans Frontières in 

Sweden and the Gapminder Foundation. His TED 

talks have been viewed more than 35 million times, 

and he was listed as one of Time Magazine’s 100 

most influential people in the world. Dr. Rosling died 

in 2017, having devoted the last years of his life to 

writing Factfulness. He wrote, “This book is my last 

battle in my lifelong mission to fight devastating 

ignorance....Previously I armed myself with huge 

data sets, eye-opening software, an energetic 

lecturing style, and a Swedish bayonet for sword-

swallowing. It wasn’t enough. But I hope this book 

will be.” 

Rosling’s book is about our individual and collective 

worldview, and how it differs drastically from 

reality. And it’s not because of missing or poor 

information: Across the globe, we all instinctively 

believe things to be worse than the facts say they 

really are. This affects mood, media, policy, and 

decision-making. We need facts but we also need an 

understanding of what causes us to misinterpret 

them. 
  

PLEASE NOTE:  This is not about politics, but it will 

help you interpret them! 
  

If this book discussion sounds interesting, please... 
  

1. Sign up by contacting me, Sheri Teesdale, at (425-

220-8330 or sharen8474@gmail.com). 

2. Indicate which days and times work best for you.   

3. Purchase a book. (If buying a book is difficult right 

now, let me know.) 
  

If you have read the book already, I would love to 

hear your perspective, whether or not you plan to 

join the discussion. 

Trivia Time! 
 

Below are a random bunch of trivia questions that 
cover a variety of subjects. If you get half correct, 
you should feel very smart and smug.  
 

The Questions 
 

1. The tormented love story, “Wuthering Heights”, 
is the only finished novel by which English 
writer? 
 

2. A stroopwafel is a wafer cookie that originated in 
which European country? 
 

3. What is the name of the professional ice hockey 
team based in Toronto, Canada? 
 

4. San José is the capital and largest city of which 
Central American country? 
 

5. At 2020 Oscars, which South Korean film took 
home four awards including best picture? 
 

6. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) is headquartered in which U.S. city? 
 

7. What is the world’s smallest country? 
 

8. What was the name of the first electronic 
general-purpose computer? 
 

9. What digital currency is Satoshi Nakamoto 
credited with inventing? 
 

10. What is the chemical equation for hydrogen 
peroxide? 
 

The Answers 

 
  

NEWS YOU CAN USE & OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST  
 

1.Emily Brontë 
2.Netherlands 
3.Toronto Maple Leafs 
4.Costa Rica 
5.Parasite 
6.Atlanta, Georgia 
7.Vatican City 
8.ENIAC 
9.Bitcoin 
10.H2O2 
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Mission Development Certificate Program 
 

Looking for a place to invest your tax refund or 

other funds? Consider investing in the Mission 

Development Certificate 

Program. This Presbyterian certificate of deposit-

like program allows you to invest your funds for 

a time period of your choice and enjoy favorable 

returns on that investment. The funds you invest 

are loaned to Presbyterian Churches in our 

Synod to use for various projects such as 

remodeling, updating, and expanding, to name a 

few. The Mission Development Certificate 

Program is truly a win-win situation. Email 

office@maplewoodpres.org to request that 

an Application for Investment Purchase form be 

mailed to you. You can also find out more about 

the Mission Development Certificate Program at 

https://www.mdcnw.org/. 
 

Contributions from Cathy Roper 
 

Spiral Dynamics: 

Cathy Roper first learned about Spiral Dynamics 

at a colloquium on violence and the sacred. 

Spiral Dynamics is a way of understanding 

human nature: a data-based, psychological 

approach to understanding worldviews or 

systems of thinking held by individuals, 

organizations, and societies. It is a useful 

program that incorporates a theory of human 

behavior which can apply to many realms of life 

from personal growth to business and politics, 

including religion. You can find out more about 

Spiral Dynamics at 

http://www.cruxcatalyst.com/2013/09/26/spiral

-dynamics-a-way-of-understanding-human-

nature/ 
 

Book Recommendations: 

Raising Abel, by James Allison 

The Madness of Adam and Eve, by David Horrobin 

Violence and the Sacred, by René Girard 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Community Garden is Going Strong! 

The above photo was taken long before COVID-

19 entered our lives. You may recognize our own 

Andrew Gibbs helping clean up the community 

garden area. Since that time even more 

improvements have been made to the garden 

and it’s ready for use. Harriet Fuji has mapped 

out plots and has also been working on a set of 

rules for use of the garden. She has already 

received some calls from interested folks, so this 

must go down as a continued and unqualified 

success! Thanks to Cathy Roper for keeping the 

dream alive, and thanks to Harriet Fuji for 

keeping it going! 
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Garden Rocks Mystery! 
 

 

Perhaps you noticed that throughout this 

newsletter can be found photos of rocks painted 

with inspiring words and images. And there’s a 

story behind it – a MYSTERY, if you will! 

 

A few days ago, Bethany Reid, who is still 

faithfully pulling weeds in the Maplewood 

flower beds, texted me the photo below, with 

the message, “I found this when I was weeding 

one of the garden beds at Maplewood.” And 

here it is:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not long after, another rock was found: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, there was this: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our understanding is that there may be more of 

these mysterious and wonderful messages – 

patiently waiting to be discovered by an 

unsuspecting admirer of the beautiful gardens at 

Maplewood! 

Just what kind of person would commit such an 

act of love and encouragement? Well, we may 

have a lead: A small person, otherwise known as 

the “palm-fronds bandit,” was recently spotted 

in the Maplewood parking lot with her 

accomplice, who uses the alias “Mom.” Below is 

the last known photo of the palm-frond bandit in 

action: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

If you see the palm-frond bandit, do NOT 

approach her! Instead blow her a HUGE KISS 

from at least six feet away!  

Or buy her a unicorn –  

we hear she likes unicorns!

NEWS YOU CAN USE & OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST  
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Thanks, and a tip of the hat: 
 

 

 

To the following, for sharing their wonderful 

stories, jokes, cartoons, images, videos, 

poems, songs, and messages of inspiration 

with our Maplewood family: 
 

• Judy Hunt 

• Liz Carrington 

• Susan Bennett 

• Fran Steffen 

• Barb Stromberg 

• Harriet Fuji 

• Dan McFarland 

• Bethany Reid 

• Lorraine Leclerc 

• Michelle Anderson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To our AWESOME deacons, who have 

continued to maintain contact with and 

provide support to our Maplewood family 

and friends while we’re at home: 
 

• Lorraine Leclerc, AMAZING LEADER! 

• Judy Baker 

• Cathy Draper 

• Jill Fouché 

• Tracy Little 

• Donna Piper 

• Shelley Rondeau 

• Barb Schoener 

• Jan Stenberg 

• Linda Tortorici 

• Jeanie Walls 
 

To our amazing and unbelievable all-

volunteer grounds maintenance team: 
 

• Fran Steffen 

• Lorraine Leclerc 

• Larry Weimer 

• Bethany Reid

 

To the talented musicians who have been 

providing us with beautiful music to enjoy for 

our Sunday worship: 
 

• Michelle Anderson 

• Cathy Draper 

• David Little 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To our magnificent pastor, who continues to 

provide us with sermons full of hope, love, 

grace, inspiration, and wisdom: 

 

• The One and Only HALLACK GREIDER! 
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MPC Website Tutorial 
 

Many of you are already accessing the MPC website. On this site you can 

find both audio and video recordings of Hallack’s sermons, sermons notes, 

worship bulletins, reflections, and recorded worship music – for current 

and past Sundays. Current and past Maplewood Progress newsletters are 

also posted on the website. Following is a brief step-by-step tutorial to get 

you there. 
 
 

1. Go to https://www.maplewoodpres.org/. (or Google Maplewood 
Presbyterian Church Edmonds): 
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2. To see worship recordings and materials, hover your mouse’s pointer 

on Sermons/Reflections/Music. A list will pop up, & you can glide 
your mouse pointer down it to select whichever item you want to see. 
Once you are hovering over the item you want to see, click your 
mouse to select it. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3.  For this example, I clicked on Sermons – Videos – here’s what popped 

up: 
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4.  Next, click on WATCH, or READ, or the “listen” button, which looks like 
this:         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

5.  Since I clicked on the video WATCH 2020-04-26 Hallack Greider – 
What Time Is It?!?, this is what I ended up seeing. I clicked on the red 
arrow and was able to watch Hallack giving his sermon. 
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MPC Facebook Page Tutorial 
 

If you want to check out Maplewood’s Facebook page, there are 
faster/easier ways to get there, but the following will work for almost 
everyone: 
 

1. Google facebook. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Click on Facebook – Log In or Sign Up (if you don’t have a Facebook 
account, you’ll be prompted to set one up): 
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3. Type Maplewood Presbyterian Church in the Facebook Search box & 

click on the little magnifying glass: 
 

 
 

4. More than one Maplewood Presbyterian Church will pop up. You’ll be 
able to tell ours by the picture of the sanctuary. Click on it and you’ll 
be in! 
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4. Now that you’re here, you can use the little wheel on  your mouse or 
the scroll bar to the right of your screen to scroll up & down. You can 
also click on any of the items on the left of the screen to go to 
different areas. 
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